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What is involuntary resettlement?

Why are involuntarily resettlement frameworks important to society?
Why is participation important in involuntary resettlement?

What are the best practices in involuntary resettlement?

What is Sri Lanka's legal and policy framework?
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What is Involuntary Resettlement?

Unavoidable displacement of people

without their consent, or
If consent is only given because refusing resettlement is not reasonable.

- National Involuntary Resettlement Policy (NIRP)
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Why should involuntarily resettled persons be protected?

Loss of homes

Loss of lands

+ Loss of livelihoods and

productivity
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Loss of access to natural
resources

Risk of poverty
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Why is participation important in involuntary resettlement?

Participation is important because the success of resettlement
depends in part on the responsiveness of the people affected

- World Bank Involuntary Resettlement Sourcebook
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What are the best practices in involuntary resettlement?
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Mandates full participation of
affected communities in planning
and implementation of relocation

and resettlement

Contemplates the participation
of civil society to bridge gaps\’
between decision-makers and

affected communities
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- Asian Development Bank & World Bank Sourcebooks on Involuntary Resettlement
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What is Sri Lanka’'s legal and policy framework?

Land Acquisition Act, State Lands gRecovery of | National National Involunt:?\ry
No. 09 of 1950 Possession) Act, Environmental Act, Resettlement Policy
' No. 07 of 1979 No. 47 of 1980 (2001)
» Formal land acquisition ' Process to evict people who ' |EE/EIA should be prepared = Comprehensive national
process and the rights | are unlawfully settled in where the resettlement of policy
of private citizens State lands over 100 families is likely
» Resettlement Action
= The basis for 2008 and Plan, full participation,
2013 Land Regulations replacement

lands/compensation,
income restoration,
entitlements to non-
titleholders
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Involuntary Resettlement | An Overview

Land Acquisition Process

Proposal to identify and
acquire lands submitted
by a state agency

Proposal is approved and
acquisition process
formally commences
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Notice of the proposed
acquisition is given and
interested parties are
called to mention any
objections

If the land is required
despite any objective, an
Order is made to formally
acquire the land

The acquisition Order is
published in the Gazette
in all three languages

Preliminary plans for
acquired land are
prepared

Notice of inquiries to
determine compensation
claims is published in the
Gazette in all three
languages

Inquiries to determine
compensation claims are
held, and compensation
is granted if the claim is
successful

If the inquiring officer is
unable to make a
decision, the claims are
referred to the District
Court or Primary Court




Resettlement and Implementation under NIRP
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Involuntary
Resettlement
Regulatory &

Policy Framework

Gaps & Weaknesses
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Environmental Impact Assessments Regulatory Framework | Gaps & Weaknesses

Gaps and Weaknesses

Gaps in law and non-enforceability of NIPR

Limited opportunities for participation

Limited access to information
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Involuntary Resettlement Regulatory Framework | Gaps & Weaknesses
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Involuntary Resettlement Regulatory Framework | Gaps & Weaknesses

2. No space for public participation

!' /) URGENCY PROVISION
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No objections No analysis
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\ Faster timeline Only compensation
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Involuntary Resettlement Regulatory Framework | Gaps & Weaknesses

3. No obligations to make or disclose Resettlement Action
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Involuntary Resettlement Regulatory Framework | Gaps & Weaknesses

4. No proper grievance redressing mechanism
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How does better participation add to value-for-money?
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When displaced persons are willing participants in resettlement

Increases the likelihood of:

Legitimacy in the eyes of the
public

Better public cooperation

Faster return to normalcy and
productivity

Faster resumption of
responsibility for their lives.

Reduces the likelihood of

Costly delays due to public opposition
to resettlement

Legal challenges that aggravate
tensions between the stakeholders

Later adjustments to development
plans that can be costly

- World Bank Involuntary Resettlement Sourcebook QE



OPPORTUNITIES TO PROTECT PUBLIC

INTEREST IN PUBLIC INFRASTRCTURE

Review of Regulatory Frameworks

in Sri Lanka

The complete report can be accessed
through:

www.veriteresearch.org/publication

© Verité Research 2021

B\ ERITE
RESEARCI

Opportunities to Protect Public Interest

in Public Infrastructure:
Review of Regulatory Frameworks in Sti Lanka

B\ ERITE
RESEARCTT

63)g OnE sHEHDE e s
58206 golBR0 48 gOSM

B @168 8xOD N BRE t5®BRIDDEE
ME\ ERITE
I;;c>;;\|:1:11

63)g OnE sHEHE e dnd»
GABEAG HOIBOO 4td OSSN

B o168 BxHED K)E) BERe 65@IBRIDDEE

February 2021

2021 60D

2021 e&OND



http://www.veriteresearch.org/publication

